
SBC Meeting Minutes – February 26, 2018 

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 26, 2018 MEETING OF THE  

FAIRFAX COUNTY SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 

 

Location: Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22035, 

Conference Room 232 

Attending: SBC Members 

John Pellegrin, Claire Tse, Joseph Underwood, Carmen Powell, Kelly Hebron, Eva Freund, Kara 

Caldwell, Marvin Powell 

Staff (Department of Procurement and Material Management) 

Ron Shoram, Jason Im 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman Pellegrin 

Minutes from the January 22, 2018 meeting were approved as read 

Committee Reports 

 Communications – No Report 

Community Business Partnership 

• The new Executive Director of the Community Business Partnership was introduced at the last 

meeting of the CBP 

Economic Advisory Council – No Report 

Education and Outreach 

• Commissioner Marvin Powell asked to conduct more outreach to local small businesses and 

raised the idea of a monthly luncheon where business leaders can meet with entrepreneurs in the 

Sully and Mt. Vernon Districts 

• Commissioner Carmen Powell announced an outreach event on May 18 

• Action Item: 

o Commissioner Tse to develop a handout that serves as a short guide on starting and 

growing a business in Fairfax County 

Executive – No Report 

Legislative and Policy – No Report 

Media Productions 

• Commissioner Freund reported that she is awaiting reply from Channel 16 on scheduling an 

interview 
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• Commissioner Freund’s interview with Channel 16 is pending and will be scheduled in the future 

Office of Emergency Management – No Report 

Ombuds 

• Commission Carmen Powell volunteered to receive inquiries from the SBC email address when 

appropriate 

• Action Item: 

o DPMM to keep track of the volume of inquiries and email the Education and Outreach 

Committee when appropriate 

Strategic Planning – No Report 

Transparency 

• Commissioner Freund provided a summary of SB1334 and stated the bill established a 

preference/set-aside program for the Commonwealth of Virginia and effectively provided a path 

for Fairfax County to do the same 

• DPMM clarified that SB1334 did not establish the small business enhancement program, but 

rather amended § 2.2-4310, of the Code of Virginia directing state public bodies to include a 

price preference for small businesses 

• DPMM reiterated that setting goals for SWaM spend must be based on a rational basis or a 

disparity study as written in § 2.2-4310, of the Code of Virginia 

• Commissioner Marvin Powell submitted a motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors to 

provide SWaM businesses a price preference mirroring SB1334 – Motion carried unanimously 

• Action Item: 

o DPMM to send link of OFPA report 

(https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardauditor/sites/boardauditor/files/assets/final%20nove

mber%202017%20quarterly%20report%2011-30-17.pdf) 

Vendor Comments Board – No Report 

Vendor Forum 

• Commissioner Tse will chair the committee organizing the Vendor Forum 

• The 2018 date for the Vendor Forum will be Thursday, October 11, 2018 

• Nominations are still open for the Bea Malone Award and the Education and Outreach 

Committee will take a more active role in receiving and evaluating nominations 

Old Business – No Report 

New Business 

• Commissioner Underwood addressed comments by the County Executive regarding the small 

business environment in Fairfax County and challenged the SBC to devise strategies to develop 

and retain small businesses as part of its role advising the Board of Supervisors 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardauditor/sites/boardauditor/files/assets/final%20november%202017%20quarterly%20report%2011-30-17.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boardauditor/sites/boardauditor/files/assets/final%20november%202017%20quarterly%20report%2011-30-17.pdf
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Staff Report 

• The Green Business Partners Program has requested the opportunity to speak to the SBC in a 

future meeting 

Adjournment – Chairman Pellegrin adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 


